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was there that he met hiswife, Joanne, while playing baseball.

“She came to ane of my games with a friend and she fell head over heels in love with me right
We've been married now for almost thirty-four years.”

there,” Craig joked. -
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Craig’s brother
Seott joined the
practice in 1988
and his son Tim
joired the prac-
tice in 2008.
“Tim decided
against go-

ing to medi-

cal school and
instead went
into dentistry,
surprising his
mother and me.
He graduated in 2008 and has been practicing here for
almostfour years.”

Craig and Joanne have three children, Tiem, the old-
est; Bill, who along with his wife, is s physician and is
fulfilling his residency in Milwaukee, WI; and Megan,
who is working in Kansas City and engaged to be mar-
ried this fall.

History of His Career

“Twas forfunate to grow up in a household where my
father was a practidng dentist.” he said. “I originally
went to schoaol a5 an art major and was maore irderested
in playing sports, and I played football and baseballin
callege. At some paint I decidedI really wanted to go
into dental school”

“Like most dentizts. I started off by doing asmany
procedures as I possibly could and tried to do root
canals, dentures and limited oral surgery. Az time has
goneon I found thatl developed areal love and pas-
sion for helping people with temp orormand ibular joint
dizorder, bite issues and problems with their ocdu-
sion. These people generally have pain or some sort of
chewing problerms. Creer the last ten yearsI've done a
lot of training and have enjoyed practicing to a lirnited
extent, with an emphasis an TMJin dentistry,”

Craig and his son Ten are photographed
duriing the unveling of the 140 Years, 440
Storkes projact during the KDA Annual Meat-
ing in Wichita in June. They will be fasturad
in the Dok

Craig currently is a faonlty member of the Orognathic

Ve recently sat down with newly
elede:le:.a:DentalA:.ﬂcnhan
Fresident Dir. Craig Herre and spoke
with him about his family, his caresr
in dentistry and his plans and ambi-
tions as KDA President.
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Bioesthetic International {OBI). He attended the Fankey Institute and has
had training frorm the Schuster Center for professonal development in
business management.
Involvement in Organized Dentistry
“When I'was a much younger dentist, I got involved in the Fifth District
Drental Sodety and was a delegate to the Exem tive Council, asthe Board
of Delegateswas called back then. In 1985, 1 was asked to get involved in
the leadership of the Fifth District and
went through the offices and became
presidentin 1990."
Fallowing his service to the Fifth
Dristrict, Craig became less involved
in organized dentistry while his kids
grew up and went th.'fcrugh high
school. About five years ago, he be-
came actively involved in organized
dentistry again.
“1 really wanted to give badk to the
profession that has been so good to
me,"” he said. T think those of us
who care about the profession and
wantto see it carry on and see what organized dentistry can do for people
are willing to help out and give our time.”
Issues Facing the KDA
“T think this year we were very successful with our bill
that pmrmte-s.wh.at we as dentists fesl is best for den-
tistry and for the patients thatwe serve,” he said. “We
knovw that our counterparts are going to continue to
work toward a non-dentist provider and that they will
probably go back tothe legizlature again this year. So
werneed 1o be on ourtoes and put up a good fightlike
wehawve over the last two years.”
Craig said that the opposition by the dental associa-
tion iz not about protecting dentist's turf as some have
suggested, butrather about the health and safety ofthe
patients.
“We feel like the training that we get as dentists isthe
bare miniraurm to be able 0 go cut and practice what
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things that we do, with 2 much more limited edu cation, it could be danger-
ous and certainly not in the best interest of the public”

He also feels that membership continues to be very im portant issne to the
Karsas Dertal Association. “All organizations seem to be hawing trouble
retaining their membership and recruiting new members and the Kansas
Dental Associationisa microcosm of what is gaing on at the ADA where the
market share is decreasing even while the number of members isincreasing.
We need to work hard to keep those members we have and then help the
voung dentists understand the value and the relevance of being a member
ofthe Kansas Dental Assodation.”

Other Attivities

Craig and his wife enjoy gardening together and he iz a self-described fit-
nessnut. He regularly bikes and does fitness fraining. Craig is 2 longtme
Kansas City Rovalsand a Undversity of Kansas fan.

“Thave 2 group
of dental school
claszmates that
I've played golf
with sirce we
graduated,” he
szid. “We play
onge every three
or four weeks
during the season
and have been

- Left 1o REgAL - Kavin Robertson, Dr. (rag
doing that forthe  Weme Dr. Kevin Cassidy, Greg Hll and Dr. Ju-

last thirty years.”
To watch the
ent reinterview,
wigit the KDA website and select KD A connect fram the
Member Canter.
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